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a) Wider involvements 
 

1. North Holderness Churches Together (NHCT) 
                                                      - Hornsea Cluster Group 
 

We have continued to meet alternate months to organise a programme 

of events. The year started with the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 

All churches in the town were visited by members of every other church 

to pray together. This is always a time when we recognise how much we 

have in common.  During 2014 the churches led worship at the Spring 

and Autumn Sings in the Pocket Garden at the head of Willows Drive. 

They also conducted a survey in Newbegin in order to promote the 

gospel in Hornsea.  
 

The Carnival Service and Carol Singing at Christmas have become well 

established practices of the united churches. They also organised the 

Easter Pilgrimage which follows a route from the Catholic Church to the 

sea front, visiting all the churches on the way telling the Easter story. 

This has become an established tradition over the past few years and is a 

reminder to people of the town as to what Easter is truly about. 
 

We are always looking for events that we can do together so if you have 

any ideas please do talk to me and I can put them to the committee. 

                  Kathy Webb 

 

2. Women’s World Day of Prayer 
 

The Women's World Day of Prayer (WWDP) is a fantastic movement 

which sprang out of women's involvement in mission in the USA and 

Canada in the 19
th

 century. 
 

Back then, as now in many developing countries, women had little 

recognition and in fact strong opposition from the all-male mission 

boards and yet they were doing vital work with women and children. 
 

To encourage this work women's mission groups met together to pray 

and support each other – establishing 'days of prayer'. 
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But women had a mission for Christian unity and in 1897 six 

denominations came together for a 'united day of prayer'.  By 1912 this 

day of prayer had spread to include, not just mission in the USA and 

Canada, but foreign missions as well.  This continued to grow until in 

1926 the WWDP came into being and gradually spread around the 

world. 
 

The first service in Scotland was held in 1930; England 1932; Wales 

1933 and Ireland 1934. 
 

In England, Wales and Northern Ireland there are now over 3,000 

branches holding 5,000 services every year.  Last year 275,000 copies 

of the order of service were printed – with about 100 of these coming to 

Hornsea where all seven churches upheld the ecumenical dimension and 

work together to hold the service, produced by the women of Egypt, in 

the Parish church. 
 

This year, on Friday 7
th

 March, the service, prepared by the women of 

the Bahamas, will be held at 2.00 pm in the Market Place Pentecostal 

church. 
 

Why not come along and be a part of something really special! 
 

       Margaret Knapton 
 

3. Hornsea and District Christian Aid Committee 
 

At last the Hornsea Christian Aid Committee has found a secretary and 

we have been delighted to welcome Rev Colin Wilson to that position. 

This has relieved Mr Keith Berry who has been acting secretary for a 

number of years as well as being the treasurer.  Mr Keith Robinson is 

the present chairman and he and Judy Robinson perform the mammoth 

task of organising the Christian Aid Week House to House Collection. 

The representatives from our Church are Rev. Jamie Kissack, Mrs 

Marion Clubley and Mrs Doreen Rogers. 

The fundraising in 2014 started with a very successful Pancake and 

Coffee Morning in the Parish Hall on March 4
th

, followed by two coffee 

mornings in the same venue and one in the Methodist Church.  
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A highlight of the year was the Big Sing in the Methodist Church on 

June 14th organised and led most ably by Deacon Joyce Wilson. The 

annual Christian Aid Service was held in the Methodist Church on May 

18th and was led by Mr John Eckersley, a Christian Aid Speaker. 
 

Unfortunately our Church has not featured in events this year because a 

concert which was to have been presented by Nick Nightingale and 

Friends on October 4th on our premises was cancelled at the last 

moment because of a very popular event in the Floral Hall and it was 

felt that we could not compete with that. But of course our members did, 

under the guidance of Marion, help with the House to House Collection 

and the count was held in our hall. Also we had a collection for the 

Syrian appeal which raised £108. 
 

Although not under remit of our committee a number of Hornsea people 

did join the Humber Bridge Cross in aid of Christian Aid.  
 

During the year the Hornsea and District Christian Aid Committee sent 

£4322.71 to headquarters in Lower Marsh, London. 
 

Christian Aid has concentrated on two international issues this year. 

Through its partners in West Africa it has funded medical equipment for 

Ebola patients, food for those in quarantine, counselling and information 

on how to avoid infection and care for women in childbirth who could 

no longer get help because of the Ebola crisis.  
 

The other issue which will affect every country and every person is that 

of Climate Change. Christian Aid, again through its partners in many 

countries, has tried to raise awareness of the dangers and teach people 

what little changes they can make in their everyday lives which will 

help to mitigate those dangers. 
 

Please remember how fortunate we are to live in this country and in 

giving thanks please support all the local efforts, especially Christian 

Aid Week House to House Collection, by donating generously and if 

possible by offering to collect. Please see Marion if you feel you can do 

this. 

                          Doreen Rogers 
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4. Holderness Foodbank 
 

We have continued to support the Foodbank through gifts of produce 

and assisting with the Tesco collections. 
 

Since it changed its opening hours to Wednesday afternoons only there 

has not been so much opportunity to help in the Manner House café but 

I do still go every Wednesday and pack bags, sort and date food items 

that are donated. 
 

We found that many of our clients lived in the Beverley and Driffield 

areas so we have now set up sub-warehouses in these areas and this has 

lightened our work load somewhat.  However the main store is at 

Hornsea Freeport and that takes a good deal of looking after. 
 

If you are interested in finding out more about Foodbanks why not drop 

in and see us at the Parish Church on a Wednesday afternoon 2 to 4pm, 

or just have a chat to me. 

                Kathy Webb 

 

5.  HHARP (Hull Homeless and Rootless Project) 
 

I have lost count of the number of hand-knitted blankets I have taken to 

HHARP this year. 
 

It seems like hundreds but I am sure it is not.  I have also taken tins of 

baked beans and many other goods as and when you give them to me. 

They are always thanking me for the gifts and I have to explain that I 

am only the courier.  
 

The organisation has suffered from a lack of funds this year as the Hull 

City Council has had to cut back on its funding of such projects, but it 

has continued to support people who have become homeless and has 

developed a strong programme of reintegration into society for its 

clients.  
 

We were also able to support HHARP financially this year by the 

donations made when displaying the Christmas cards to the Church.  
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Please remember HHARP in your prayers, the work they do and the 

people they look after. 

             Kathy  Webb 

 

6. Commitment for Life 
 

Our Commitment for Life partner is Central America.  

 

Irma Raimundo can often be found in her garden, tending her plants. 

But for Irma, gardening is not a hobby – it’s a way of ensuring her 

children have enough to eat.  Irma and her family are indigenous Chorti 

people, a marginalised community who live in the mountain villages of 

Chiquimula, Guatemala.  

 

It’s breathtakingly beautiful, but the land is steep and rocky, so it’s 

difficult to farm.  Unsurprisingly, 62% of children are malnourished. 

There are few jobs in this remote area, so many men migrate in search 

of work.  Christian Aid’s partner Betania helps families like Irma’s to 

set up vegetable gardens using native seeds and fast-growing crops.  

 

As well as tomatoes and radishes, Irma also grows traditional green 

leafy plants. Irma’s garden has made a huge difference to the family’s 

health.  Sandra, her eldest daughter, is now six but from a young age she 

was very ill with chronic malnutrition. ‘Sandra was going to die,’  Irma 

says quietly. Iron and calcium are essential for her children’s growth. 

Thanks to the new diet, Irma has seen a massive improvement in 

Sandra’s health.  Irma’s younger daughter, Ingrid, is also benefitting 

from Betania’s work 

 

Betania has also brought communities together to plant crops on 

communal land. ‘It’s a reserve,’ Irma explains. ‘[The crops] can be sold 

or given as a loan when people’s crops fail and they have nothing to eat. 

This is just one example of how your gifts to Commitment for Life can 

change people’s lives and give them hope in the future. Please keep 

giving and making a difference. 

                 Kathy Webb 
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7. The Leprosy Mission  (accounts) 
 

Where do I start? 
 

You have been truly amazing this year and have raised the fantastic sum of 

£2,469.70! 

Your donations will buy  2 houses 

      1 shower block 

            3 toilet blocks 
 

These gifts will improve hygiene and dignity for a Leprosy affected 

community. 
 

Because of you, two more families will have somewhere clean and safe 

to live. 
 

The Thursday Stall continues to be a big part of the sum raised and I 

would like to thank everyone who has donated or bought from the Stall.  

A special Thank You to Pat Lodge for looking after the Stall each 

Thursday. 
 

Thank you to everyone who has a Leprosy Collecting Box – more are 

available!  This is another important part of our fundraising, and the 

amount raised by you all saving your change for us has increased 

considerably this year. 
 

Don’t forget we also have a box in the Church hall for your used 

postage stamps. 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 

          Carol Rutherford 

 

8.  Traidcraft and Fairtrade (accounts) 
 

Thanks to your help and support over the year the Traidcraft stall and 

events have managed to purchase almost £6,000 worth of fairly traded 

goods from producers throughout the developing world. 
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2014 has seen a lot of work taking place in schools and more than a 

'Fairtrade event'  each month in addition to the regular weekly stall at 

the Thursday coffee morning and monthly stall at the Hornsea Local 

Market. 
 

All this would not have been possible without the invaluable help of 

Doreen Taylor, Jean Barrett, Mary Smith and Courtnie Oldroyd – to 

whom I am most grateful. 
 

Supplying stalls for various events is great fun and very rewarding but it 

is quite hard work and very time consuming, and to maintain the rather 

wonderful level of purchases we have made from HURC I would like to 

ask you all to consider if you can place a regular order for a certain 

items from the catalogue or if you need a special present to look in the 

Traidcraft catalogue first. 
 

Every purchase made on Fairtrade terms gives the producers a 

guaranteed income and confidence that every transaction is secure and 

just. 
 

With this stability and assurance of a 'long term' partnership hundreds of 

families have been able to plan for a future with hope – hope for an 

education for their children; hope for clean water; hope for a house with 

a tin roof!!  Every time you make a Fairtrade purchase you are a part of 

this hope. Thank you.  

       Margaret Knapton 

 

9.  Residential Homes Monthly Service 
 

The monthly services have continued in the residential homes. Jamie 

has always led at Summer Court Hall, John and Sue Brown, Colin and 

Joyce Wilson and Steven Knapton have led on a rota at The Promenade 

and Elim Lodge. I have led at Stuart House although Jamie has led an 

occasional service there.  Beryl Wilson, Marion Bowen and Jean 

Stennett have accompanied the singers. 
 

We have lost a few singers during the year due to changed 

circumstances, or removal.  Pricilla Deacon has joined us again.   
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On occasions we have a larger congregation than many Churches and 

many residents really appreciate not only the service but also the contact 

with the outside world.  This outreach has gone on for about twenty six 

years and it is hoped that it will continue.  But it does depend on others 

coming to help with the singing.  Please join us even if you think you 

are not a singer.  Times and venues are printed in the Newsletters.  

                                                                                        Doreen Rogers. 

 

b) Within our Fellowship 
 

1. The Friendship Hour   (accounts) 
 

The Friendship Hour started the year with a Christmas lunch in 

February. Thanks are due to those who{not members}came along to 

serve. Community singing followed plus some entertainment offered by 

Allan.  We then went on to hold 16 meetings with a variety of speakers 

with an average attendance of 35 out of the present membership of 41, 

the youngest being 17 and the oldest 94, including 5 men. 

 

We visited Egypt as we celebrated the Women's World Day of Prayer 

with Margaret, The Gambia with some of the Lions, and many other 

countries as we thought of the work of The Leprosy Mission with Carol 

and Commitment for Life as Steven reminded us of the needs of others. 

 

Nearer home we delved into the history of Goxhill Church and thought 

about times gone by with Frank H. We had an in depth talk on the work 

of the Lions with Frank T and Jenny.  Rev Robert Amos entitled his talk 

"It's Good to Laugh," and we laughed from start to finish.  The 

Community Officer from Humberside Fire and Rescue scared us all and 

sent us home examining all our electrical equipment.  Marion again led 

our Harvest Festival when we gathered gifts for the Food Bank.  Near 

Remembrance Day we heard of how new recruits to the army used to be 

treated.   The Shoreline Singers gave us a wonderful afternoon of music 

and poetry.  As usual Jamie led our first and last meetings and amazed 

us as he always comes up with something new and interesting. 
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Thanks to the Lions we were able to use the mini bus which transported 

15 of us to Scarborough for the Yorkshire Synod Assembly. We had to 

hire a large coach for the annual outing to a garden centre in 

Lincolnshire and a good time was had by all.  It was our turn to host the 

East Yorkshire Rally in October when the speaker was Rev. Michael 

Mewis.  Thanks are due to all who helped to prepare the Church, to 

provide a sumptuous tea, to welcome folk from as far away as Whitby, 

Selby and between and to the Hornsea Choir who enhanced the 

proceedings enormously. 
 

Karen and Allan did a wonderful job of decorating the Advent Calendar 

outside the Methodist Church on Dec. 5th. 
 

Members have been generous and we have been able to donate to the 

Church, to the Synod Friendship Fund, to the Flower Fund and to every 

speaker for the charity of their choice.  Members who were ill have 

received a visit and a gift of fruit or flowers.  
 

We said Farewell to Monica as she left Hornsea and went back to 

Grantham. A good number of us attended the funeral of Jean Hatton.  

We miss her smiling face. 
 

Thanks are due to Jean Robinson, our treasurer, Dee Malcolm who 

sends out birthday cards and to Allan and Margot Hipwood {plus their 

team}our transport managers.  Thanks also to Margaret and Jamie, plus 

a few others, who prepare the room for us. 
 

It has been a good year and plans are afoot for 2015. We will make 

room for new members who will be made very welcome. 

        Doreen Rogers. 
 

2. Coffee Morning    (accounts) 
 

This year we have seen an increase in visitors on a Thursday morning, 

which is wonderful, but it also means an increase in the work the 

volunteers have to do.  There is always room for more helpers to share 

the load. 
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I think everyone enjoys chatting and meeting up with others.  The 

children enjoy playing together and it’s good to see the younger people 

coming. 
 

This year we have been able to give £4,150 to Church Funds.  This 

money has come from coffees etc., bric a brac, vegetables and cakes 

which have been donated by various members, for which we are most 

grateful. 
 

Many thanks to all who have helped by volunteering or supporting us in 

any way. 

       Barbara Coulthard 
 

3.  Living Well    (accounts) 
 

This has been a really good year for the project, and it has gone from 

strength to strength.  We continue to provide lunches and they are really 

popular.  We get very positive feedback, and it is clear that we are 

making a big difference to those who are involved.  The Telephone 

Support Network (TSN) has added a huge amount to the project, and is 

running really well.  We have a strong team of volunteers, many from 

outside of the church family, whom bring so much to the project. 
 

Toward the end of the year we hosted a workshop by The Joseph 

Rowntree Foundation.  This has led to some important developments, 

and was a great opportunity to share what we are doing with a wider 

audience.  We are now looking to work with the Surgery to promote our 

project along with other community initiatives.  We are also working 

with the Nursery, Primary and Secondary schools to provide 

opportunities for the younger and older generations to share skills and 

interests.  Watch this space!  

       Jamie Kissack 
 

4.  Tuesday ‘Open House’ (accounts) 

 

This Group was started by some Mums in the spring of 1992.  Although 

the Mums, Grandmas and Grandads, and Carers who come now are not 

the ones who began this informal group, one constant person has been 
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Anne Burton, ‘Auntie Anne’, with her toast and jam and little treats. In 

later years since he retired, her husband Pete has also been part of Open 

House.  Unfortunately, both Anne and Pete are unwell, and now rarely 

able to attend. Consequently this has been a more difficult year for the 

group.  
 

Anne’s input has been very much missed but it is pleasing to see that the 

group has continued to gather in the church hall every Tuesday morning 

during term time. When I have called in I am always met with that 

warm friendly greeting that is so much appreciated by all who gather 

regularly for their tea and toast while the children play happily together. 

As usual the children were treated to a Christmas party and presents and 

it was lovely to see Anne joining in this. 
 

 Many thanks go to Debbie who has so ably taken on the leadership role 

while Anne is unwell. Thank you Debbie.  Please keep up the good 

work. 

                Kathy Webb 
 

[Sadly, since this report was prepared, Anne has died.  Generations of 

young children and their families will remember her with affection]. 
 

5. Pilots    (accounts) 
 

If the success of Pilots was measured buy the number of children 

attending regularly we would have had a disastrous year – starting with 

41 on the register in January 2014 and 23 in January 2015.   
 

But, fortunately, that is not the way things work. 
 

There has been a Pilots’ Company at Hornsea URC for over forty years 

and in all that time the main focus of Pilots has been to share the love of 

God in whatever way we can. 
 

Pilots is a National, non-uniform, Christian organisation with hundreds 

of companies throughout the United Kingdom and although there is a 

Pilots’ Prayer and Promise, as well as Crest Work, that is perhaps where 

the 'structure' within the organisation ends. 
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Each church/Pilots group is allowed the flexibility to structure their 

activities and events as best fits their area and in Hornsea we run 

somewhere between a structured organisation where registers of 

attendance are kept and a youth club where the young people can just 

'drop in' when they need to.  Both systems have advantages and 

disadvantages but it has allowed 83 young people to be a part of 

Hornsea URC Pilots at some time this year and hopefully experience the 

love and acceptance that Jesus showed in his lifetime.  

 

This most certainly would not have been possible without the most 

wonderful team of Pilots’ leaders and junior leaders who turn out 

tirelessly each Friday evening, to meet and support the children no 

matter what mood or place they are in. 

 

So, a very big thank you to Jill, Ilena, Steph, Jamie, Josh, Courtnie, 

Sophie, Dillon, Kathy and Jean and to all the National Pilots Officers 

who produce materials and support for this work. 

 

It may be my age – but the challenges of Pilots are changing – we need 

more than ever to be able to show God's love and to help the young 

people in our care to feel secure, loved and valued for who they are and 

I would like to ask you all to make this part of your prayers for 2015 

and enable damaged lives to be transformed – I know we can rely on 

you – thank you.  

       Margaret Knapton 
 

6. Junior Church 
 

Our work with the children and young people in our Junior Church 

continues to be enjoyable and rewarding. They always come up with 

new ideas and are full of surprises. 

 

This year our children’s numbers have fluctuated somewhat. At the 

beginning of the year our numbers were enough that we needed 3 

groups to accommodate all of the children but as we start 2015 we have 

returned to just 2 groups. But we have a regular dozen or so children 

who join us each week. We are indeed blessed.  
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A highlight for our year has been, as always, our Easter Holiday Club, 

Easter Taster.  This, like last year, was a more family orientated affair. 

A large number of families came over 2 days and shared Easter-themed 

crafts, food and fun. 

 

I must give thanks to the Seal family who have led us in Family Fun 

days through the year. These were based on a similar idea as the 

Holiday Club with crafts and activities. Some of our children and young 

people also joined the Seal family at the Frontier Camp in Lincolnshire 

over the summer. This is a Christian Camp led by the Frontier Youth 

Trust, a Christian organisation running community youth projects. A 

good time was had by all. 

 

Our Christmas activities were also thoroughly enjoyed. This year our 

Nativity was ‘Unwrapped’ in a full Church and we did some 

unwrapping of other parcels at the Christmas party. 

 

As I write some of our young people are just returning from the annual 

Fellowship of United Reformed Youth (FURY) Assembly. This is a 

weekend for young people in the URC from all over the UK. It takes the 

form of worship, eating, praying, singing, debating, dancing……you get 

the idea. No doubt we will hear more when they return. 

 

It just remains to say a big thank you to all of our Junior Church 

Leaders. Our numbers are currently doing well and I am very grateful to 

all those who volunteer their help. Their time and energy is so valued. 
 

We ask that you keep the Junior Church in your prayers as we try to 

help our children and young people on their journey with God. 

        Julia Clifton  

7.  Cradle Roll 
 

Our Baptismal Register shows five people were baptised in our Church 

during 2014. 
 

16 March:  Isla Jade Boynton 

30 March:    Frankie Louise Robson 



 15 

30 March:    Sydney May 

13 April: Harry James Shrubb 

13 April: Carol Shrubb 

 

We remember them in our prayers. 
 

8. Church Flowers     (accounts) 

 

When you are admiring flowers on a Sunday (you do admire them, 

don’t you?), do you wonder how they got there?  They are put there by 

our ‘Flower Arrangers’. 

 

The flowers are provided courtesy of the Flower Fund.  This is made up 

of money donated by members and adherents of the Church.  Ann 

Jordan is in charge of this Fund and the Flower Rota that can be found 

on the small Notice Board in the Church hall.  You can put your name 

on the rota if you have a special day you wish to remember, or just have 

flowers in Church.  Someone will arrange the flowers or you can do 

them yourself. 

 

The flowers are then taken out on Mondays by my faithful deliverers – 

Caroline, Chris, Eileen, Allan, Margot, and myself.  We work on a rota 

so that it’s only once a month.  Sarah and Margaret Knapton also help 

when necessary.  It’s a very rewarding ‘job’.  If you feel you might like 

to get involved, please ask me about it, and have a word with Ann also 

if you think you’d like flowers in Church. 

 

Finally, many, many thanks to everyone who helps in any way with the 

flowers. 

                     Marion Clubley 
 

9.  Church Secretary’s Report 

 

 

We started this year with a membership of 101.  Sadly, four members 

have died during the year, namely Charlie Pearson, Jacquie Purr, Betty 

Sallis and Jean Hatton.  Mandy Stanley has moved away.  We thank 
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God for their fellowship and the contribution each made to the life of 

the church. 
 

 On Palm Sunday we welcomed eleven new members; Ann Bosworth, 

Les Jackson, Carol Kyle, Pat Lodge, Margaret Middleton, Jean 

Robinson, Diana Sangwin, Debbie Seal, Steve Seal, Carol Shrubb and 

Barbara Smith. This has brought our membership to 107.  
 

We did not elect any new Elders but Kathy, June and Val were re-

elected and Julia stood down as a serving Elder. This means that we 

now have nine serving Elders and eight non-serving Elders and we are 

very grateful for the work they put into keeping the church and its many 

projects going. 
 

 In March some Elders attended the Synod’s Elders’ Workshop and 

were encouraged to think how the church could be made more 

welcoming. Since then we have introduced ‘Welcome Bags’ for those 

attending a service for the first time.  
 

During the year we have been trained in First Aid and brought into the 

21
st
 century with a new projector and screen, iPod training, a Facebook 

presence and a lively Website.  The Website came about through the 

help of Mark Barton and Kristan Webb and Jamie’s enthusiasm.  If you 

have not yet done so, take a look at www.hornseaurc.org.uk and find out 

what is going on.  Our Facebook page has led to renewing contacts with 

past members and new followers.   Jamie now blogs regularly and keeps 

us up to date via electronic diaries.  
 

Ecumenically we have continued to support the Foodbank, Christian 

Aid, North Holderness Churches Together, and have built up strong 

links with the convent in Eastgate, using it for Elders’ Days and Quiet 

Days.  Our venture with the Methodists to set up an ‘Advent Shed’ 

(sorry, ‘Advent Calendar’) proved to be very successful.  Thanks to 

Carol for her organisation of contributors and making sure that it ran 

smoothly. 
 

The presence of Hornsea URC in the town continues to grow with the 

Living Well Project.  Fish on Fridays is taking a break having celebrated 
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two years of events with a closing demonstration by James McKenzie in 

November.   Many of our members support the Messy Church at the 

Primary School on Mondays.   The Living Well Project has been 

described as a ‘Flagship Project’ by both East Riding Council and 

FLAG and it has been featured on Radio Humberside as well as in the 

local press on several occasions. 
 

We have been encouraged to think more about people less well off than 

ourselves through The Leprosy Mission, Shoeboxes and Beruda projects 

and Jamie’s reminder about the plight of Christians throughout the 

world.  

 

None of this would be possible without the enthusiasm and guidance of 

Jamie and the support of his family. We do thank all of you Jamie, Fran, 

Katie, Sarah and Peter. We look forward to what he has in store for us 

this coming year. 

                  Kathy Webb   
 

10. Ministry 
 

I feel this year has been one of consolidation – both in relation to the 

things we are doing as a worshipping community, and through the work 

of the Living Well project.  Even so, it has been a year of new things 

and there has never been a dull moment!  As always, what thrills me 

most is the way each one of you is able to bring your special gifts and 

insights to what is a real team effort.  I hope you share with me the 

sense of joy and privilege of being part of the people of God.  It is 

astounding what we can do by God’s strength when we work together in 

his name. 

               Jamie Kissack 
 

11. Pastoral Visitors  
 

We have a strong pastoral team who are often prepared to ‘go the 

second mile’.  Though we don’t meet often (4 times a year), the work 

goes on quietly week on week as visits are made to those who need that 

extra bit of support.  Please do let us know if you are aware of anyone 
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from the church family who needs more support than they are currently 

getting.  We do rely on your eyes and ears to keep us in touch with 

where the need really is. 
 

I know that, alongside this more formal arrangement, there is a whole 

lot of informal pastoral support going on – so a big thank you to 

everyone who has helped to make Hornsea URC a caring place to be. 
 

            Jamie Kissack 
 

12. Worship Co-ordinator 
 

I couldn’t do this job on my own. It’s a team effort: Vestry Elders, 

Sound People, Steve, Jane and Val. 
 

Jill is in charge of the Sound System when she isn’t preaching 

elsewhere.  When this happens Mike Kirk steps in to do it. Val has a list 

of people who like to read in Church.  If you think you might like to do 

this, please have a word with her. A new addition to our team in 2014 is 

Steve Seal, who, with Jamie,  prepares all the material for services 

during the week, and then makes sure it is displayed on our new ‘big 

screen’ to enhance and develop our worship. 
 

I also find preachers for when Jamie is on holiday or preaching 

elsewhere.  I am most grateful to the visiting preachers who enjoy 

coming to Hornsea, to the Elders who take services, and to Jill and 

Steven. 
 

Finally, a big ‘thank you’ to everyone involved in any way with Sunday 

Worship – Elders, Readers, Bible Carriers, Sound People, Screen 

Operators, Organists, Pianists – oh – and Jamie! 

       Marion Clubley 

13.  Bible Study 
 

In 2014 covered some varied ground: 
 

In January we spent two weeks looking at the events after the Christmas 

story as told by Luke and Matthew 
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In February we looked at the prophet Micah. 
  

In March we looked at the stories of the Garden of Eden, in Genesis 

Chapters 2 & 3. 
  

In April we looked briefly at Matthew 16 as a watershed moment in the 

Gospel story. 
  

In June we looked at 1 Corinthians Chapters 2 and 3 
  

In September we looked at Harvest-based stories in Matthew 
  

In November we looked at the history of the town of Bethlehem in the 

Old Testament. 

 

In December we reflected on the different openings of the four Gospels 
 

Thanks to everyone who has joined in the discussion and helped to 

make the time we spend together so valuable. 

               Jamie Kissack 

 

14.  Faith and Fellowship 
 

We have built up our numbers during the year and it is not unheard of 

for us to reach double figures.  Members of the group are happy to lead 

when I’m not there (and sometimes when I am!) – which is a great help 

to me and means the group can continue to meet most weeks. 

 

We have enjoyed a few film nights during the year, with a complete 

range – from some quite hard-hitting films like ’12 years a slave’, to 

out-and-out comedy like ‘Bruce Almighty’. 

 

Our Stop-press news is that we have decided to move our meeting to 

Tuesday evening – keeping our 7pm start time.  If you haven’t given it a 

try yet, you would be most welcome! 

            Jamie Kissack 
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15. Prayer Network 
 

The Prayer Network group continues to meet on the second Tuesday of 

each month at Pam Griffiths’ home to share news and support each 

other. We feel that it is an important part of church life as the church 

now uses it during the services. 

 

People bring concerns and joys to our attention each week in many 

ways.  This may be done through people adding names to the book 

before, after or during the service, or by just contacting one of the 

names on the Network lists in the church.  

 

It is always wonderful to hear that people feel they have been helped by 

prayer and we do keep things confidential within the group.  

 

Please feel free to approach any one of the Prayer Network if you feel 

we can help. 

               Kathy Webb 

 

16. Fund Raising and Social Committee 
 

2013 proved to be a difficult year for fundraising as we only just 

surpassed our budget target but 2014 has proved to be difficult in other 

ways.  

 

An unfortunate spate of ill health put three of our five committee 

members out of action and one moved out of the area making it difficult 

to deliver several of our fundraising events. A plea early in the year for 

more members fell on deaf ears except for one ex-member who has now 

rejoined. The biggest blow was the sudden and unexpected death of 

Jacqui Purr who was always full of ideas and her input has been sadly 

missed. 

 

However, towards the end of the year, after another plea for help, more 

people had rallied round and another new member of the committee was 

recruited. Our target has not only been reached but overtaken thanks to 
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Julie Kemp with her Call My Bluff evening, Mandy’s Sale, the sale of 

poetry books and an excellent result at our Christmas Fayre. 

 

With a renewed team, some bright ideas for events and help from our 

membership plus guidance from above, we can look forward to making 

the next year even more successful. 

June Barton 

 

17. Property Committee 
 

I could almost write the same report as 2013 for this year – we have 

been 'ticking over' and keeping up with general maintenance thanks to 

the skills of the team and Brian Massey who has joined us on a 

voluntary basis (honest) to help with the odd jobs that crop up.  We do 

however miss Peter Burton and hold him in our prayers at this difficult 

time. 

 

All the 'servicing' of heaters, fire extinguisher, alarms etc. have been 

carried out over the year; the gutters have been cleaned and fireplace 

blocked up along with repairs to items of equipment showing wear and 

tear. 

 

We have purchased, with the help of grant funding, 50 new chairs and a 

sound system for the hall. 

 

The garage roof has been replaced at the manse. 

 

Improvements to the church are much more in focus for 2015 – so 

watch this space!  

       Margaret Knapton 
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18. Church Cleaning 
 

This involves vacuuming and polishing the Church and Porch areas 

each week ready for our Sunday worship. 
 

Thank you to those who have joined me on this rota – Dawn and 

Sharlah Cantwell, Marion Clubley, Jill Fletcher, Margaret Knapton and 

Heather Raw. 
 

The rota at the moment means we clean once every six weeks and it 

takes a couple of hours.  If you feel you could help in some way, either 

occasionally or by joining someone on the rota to cut down the time 

taken, please speak to one of us. 

        Carol Rutherford 

 

c) Communications 
 

1. Newsletter 
 

Maybe the appearance and value of the Newsletter will change in the 

next few years, with the advent of so many other forms of 

communication.  We have a Church website (hornseaurc.org.uk), and 

pages on Facebook for Hornsea United Reformed Church and The 

Living Well Project.  Have a look at them to see photos and quick 

comments week by week.  
 

If you can see them, keep checking in 2015, you may be surprised! 

But I hope the printed word will continue to be of use, and hope our 

readers will stay with us, one way or another  As Editor, I am grateful to 

all who contribute, and will be grateful to hear from more of you.  

Occasionally we have a little flurry of ‘Letters to the Editor’, but then 

they dry up again. Your opinions, whether in letter form or otherwise, 

are always welcome. 
 

As ever, the mechanics of distribution roll on seamlessly, thanks to Julie 

at Skirlaugh Church office, and Marion and John, who taken care of the 

rest of the distribution after printing.   

                 Jane Martin 
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2. Seaside Sermons 
 

We, and many other Hornsea folk, enjoy the weekly thoughts made 

available by Frank Hobson, and posted on the board by Tony Greenway.  

Thank you both for your trouble, and for providing food for thought to 

passers by and bus stop queuers! 

        Jane Martin 

 

3. International Bible Reading Association 
 

As a result of Jamie’s giving me a ‘slot’ in the Family Time of Morning 

Service in the autumn, no less than six new would-be readers have 

ordered a copy of the reading plan for 2015. 

 

If anyone else is interested in looking at the daily readings, please speak 

to me at any time. 

 

               Frank Hobson 

 

4. Reform 
 

If you wish to subscribe to the national magazine of the URC, ‘Reform’, 

please speak to me and I will lend you sample copies.  The magazine covers all 

aspects of the life of the URC and beyond, as well as providing many thought-

provoking comments. 

              Jane Martin 
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