Hornsea United Reformed Church Newsletter July 2024

Whole Life Worship- Walking the Walk, Talking the talk

During July we will be continuing our Whole Life Worship series, and we have invited guests for two
of the services: -

Sunday Worship

Sunday July 7t"- Guest preacher Rev. Ashley Evans (followed by Church Lunch)
Sunday July 14™- Walking the walk (Including Holy Communion)
Sunday July 21%t- Walking the walk

Sunday July 28" -Guest preacher Rev. Robin Gamble

Our services are ‘live streamed’ so that you can join us from home, and if you miss any of the
services you can find them on our dedicated YouTube channel —just search Hornsea URC on
YouTube to find us.

Regular Events

Tuesdays at 2 p.m. Faith and fellowship group meet in the Hall. All welcome.
Thursdays 9.30 a.m. Coffee morning all welcome
Fridays at 6 p.m. Pilots meet (in term time)

Saturdays at 10 a.m. Exploring Christianity group meet. All welcome



Several of the Elders have attended LYCIG courses. We are delighted that two of the LYCIG team
will be visiting us in July to lead our worship. Please invite your friends!

Introducing Leading your Church into Growth - we're a Christian organisation who equip
church leaders and churches to grow.

We run residential courses, provide training days and resources as well as supporting dioceses in
developing their own growth programmes. We help all kinds of churches, Catholic or Charismatic,
Evangelical or Liberal, Rural or Urban, Big or Small.

We have been running for almost 30 years and have moved on from our origins in the North of
England, and now operate throughout the UK, Europe, Australia and New Zealand. There are 25 of
us on the team, we are; Vicars and Curates, Liberals and Evangelicals, Liturgists and Evangelists,
Catholics and Charismatics, Archdeacons and Bishops, Rural and Urban, Missioners and
Administrators, Big church and Small church.

The common thread between us is that we have all worked in growing churches and have a shared
passion to see lots more churches growing and many people coming to faith. We see ourselves as a
sort of servant community sharing encouragement, good practice, effective strategies, 'can do'
attitudes and holy inspiration. www.leadingyourchurchintogrowth.org.uk

Introducing our guests-

Rev Ashley Evans Revd. Canon Robin Gamble

U.R.C. Yorkshire Synod Evangelist, Robin has a wealth of experience —
LYCiG consultant for West Midlands ministering within the Church of England
Synod and part of the Leading Your through various roles.

Church into Growth national delivery

team He is the Team Leader of Leading Your
' Church into Growth.

Ashl ill be with July 7th
shley will be with us on July Robin will be with us on July 28th



http://www.leadingyourchurchintogrowth.org.uk/
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What’s on in July?

Sunday 7" July- Church Lunch after the service

Wednesday 10t July — Christians Together in Hornsea prayer meeting 2.30pm in the Hall
Wednesday 10 July- Elders Meeting- please pray for us

Thursday 25 July- 7 pm. C.T.I.H. prayer walk, meet at the Methodist Church

Saturday and Sunday 20™/215 July: -

Kings Bus at the carnival.

This is a bus belonging to the King’s Church in Beverley that is used in their outreach around the
area to children and young people, which they are lending to the churches in Hornsea to use over
the Carnival weekend — 20t and 21° July. The theme of the carnival is ‘Circus’ and the bus will take
part in the parade and then park up for the weekend. People will be invited on the bus for drinks
and chat, there will be circus skills to try, craft activities and much more — well worth a visit!

There will be a worship service around the bus on Sunday which Seaside Radio will hopefully
attend and a space for quiet and reflection.

If you like 'dressing-up' why not join us on the parade, dressed as a circus character 'all ages' most
welcome — prams to wheelchairs and buggies, unicycles to acrobats ... If a little less strenuous
activity appeals to you why not volunteers to man the bus (you don’t have to drive!!), chat and
make coffee. It is a great opportunity to be a part of our amazing Carnival as well as meeting and
chatting to some really lovely people.

Come and be part of this exciting event!

See Margaret for details



Looking Ahead

150-year celebrations

As part of our 150th celebrations in October we would like to plant a tree in ElIm Lodge Garden. If
you would like to make a financial contribution to this, please place your contribution in an
envelope marked Tree and put it in the box in the porch. Thank you.

August
The Story of Alternative August

This came about from a request to the Worship planning team early in the year, that we do
something different in August services, some visual, interactive, exploring and learning Bible stories
together, as a family. A chance to ‘be’ church, when not sitting in pews.

In 2020 we thought it would be good to consider first what story/message was right for us in our
church at that moment — to start with the ‘what’ and worry about the ‘how’ and ‘where’ after. We
asked Jon Steel for help and advice and were delighted when he agreed to lead one of the services.
Little did we know then that because of the Covid outbreak the church building would be closed,
and services would have to be ‘alternative’ anyway. We reflected on this quote (written by a Bishop
who’s name | forgot to note)- “We were used to going to church each week to be fed, now we have
to feed ourselves and others”.

As we are a seaside town the theme of ‘boat stories’ seemed apt. It seemed important to relate
the stories to our place and our experience and so, for example, we used pictures of the beach, a
short (recorded) talk from Hornsea Inshore Rescue about what it is like to be at sea in a storm, and
for the last service a virtual picnic together. Those taking part may remember some enthusiastic
singing of ‘My Lighthouse’!



We also encouraged the Zoom participantsto complete a task/ reflection in the week and share
that before the next story. We sent out a survey at the end to see how people felt about the series

and what we could take forward in the future, and there was an enthusiasm for Alternative August
to continue.

In 2021 we were worshipping ‘apart but together’. Some chose to return to the building, and some
joined in on Zoom. That year we chose to tell our own stories, with some people recording a
contribution to be played on screen. ‘This is my story; this is my song ‘was our theme.

HORNSEA URC

"This is my story, this is my song"
August 2021

Join us every Sunday morning during August ...
Favourite hymns, bible stories & verses, prayers,

and more as we worship together

10.30am in our building or live on ZOOM - All Welcome

—

In 2022 we met together in the church hall to explore the gifts given to us as a church family. There
was the opportunity to try music, crafts, Bible Study, prayer around the theme of Fruit of the Spirit.
Our ‘offerings’ were then shared together in an act of worship at the end.



In 2023 we were out and about around town, with our Hornsea U.R.C banner to show who we
were. We visited the Mere, Elim Gardens, and Memorial gardens, learning about the Elements of
faith- stories about wind, water, fire and earth. We had great plans to start with a walk in Rolston
Woods; if you were there you will remember the torrential rain, so we worshipped in the barn

together!
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In 2024 we are planning to be out and about again ‘Visiting the Relatives’.

We aim to remember that we are a part of a much wider church family and so we will join with our
friends at the Methodist church for a joint service, and also visit Toll Gavel U.R.C. in Beverley, St.

Andrews U.R.C in Scarborough, and Elloughton U.R.C.

Transport will be available and full details in next month’s Newsletter.



Prayer Focus for this month- the General Election

This month you are invited to pray for our country as we go to vote on July 4™: -

God of grace and truth,
in Jesus you embody your choice of us.
Bless all who make choices in this general election.
Clothe your people with gratitude
for the right to choose our government,
and turn that gratitude into clear choices.
Give those who vote your spirit of wisdom and understanding.
Uphold all who stand for election:
preserve their dignity and guide them in the path of integrity.
Renew this nation in honour for the stranger,
respect for the different, and cherishing of diversity.
When all the votes are counted,
show us ways to foster the flourishing of all
and be a blessing to our neighbours.
In the name of Christ and the power of your Spirit. Amen.

Newsletter-

Anyone can write an article or ask for a topic to be included in the Church Newsletter. If you have
anything you would like to share, please speak to Jean or e mail urchornsea@gmail.com



