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Many of you may have been thinking about New Year resolutions, and what you might start, do 
differently or stop in this new year.  
 
This is often a time to reflect and consider, and this fits perfectly with our new worship series based 
on Ephesians 4, entitled "Changed from the inside out". 
 
In the fourth chapter of Ephesians, the apostle Paul wrote about what individual Christians, and the 
church collectively, should be come once transformed by God's saving power in Christ. He explained 
how Christians should think and act and demonstrated from other Scriptures the power that believers 
have by grace to accomplish God's will. In this four-part sermon series, we will endeavour to 
understand what this means, and how we can grow and change, individually, and as a church. 
 
The series is broken down into four parts: 
 
11th Jan - Changed from the inside out - Seeing the family resemblance.       
                     (this service will include Holy Communion) 
18th Jan - Changed from the inside out - What we are becoming. 
25th Jan - Changed from the inside out - The power to change. 
1st Feb -   Changed from the inside out - If I am a butterfly, why am I still crawling. 
 

 

Our services are ‘live streamed’ so that you can join us from home, and if you miss any of the services 
you can find them on our dedicated YouTube channel - just search Hornsea URC on YouTube to find 
us. 
  



Looking forward …. 
 
Margaret writes- 
It is 8.00pm on New Years Eve. as I sit down to write this article for January 2026’s Newsletter.  I like 
this time. It seems like a bridge suspended in time. A time of looking back at the same time as looking 
forward.  For me, it is a time to be thankful for the blessings of the past year and excited for what may 
be waiting to unfold in the coming year. Neither holds regret or fear which may seem strange to some 
– it could be my age, life’s experience or perhaps this Boxing Day Bible Reading notes explains it far 
better …. 

Breakfast of Champions:    The King Is Among Us: The Gift That Endures 
“Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift.” 2 Corinthians 9:15 (NIV) 

Boxing Day arrives quietly. The wrapping paper is cleared away. The excitement settles. The house 
feels different now. Some gifts are already being used, while others are set aside. This is simply the 
nature of temporary things. Even the most thoughtful gifts eventually wear out, break, or lose their 
shine. What once felt exciting can quickly become ordinary. 
 
 Christmas gently reminds us that God gave a gift unlike any other. He did not give us something that 
would fade or expire. He gave us His Son. Jesus is not a seasonal gift, tied to a particular day or 
feeling. He does not lose value with time, and He does not diminish with use. The gift of God’s Son 
continues to give life long after Christmas Day has passed and the decorations are put away. 
 
 This is the glory of the King we serve. His gift is eternal because He Himself is eternal. His grace does 
not run dry. His presence does not leave when ordinary life resumes. Jesus remains the same 
yesterday, today, and forever. What He accomplished through His life, death, and resurrection still 
holds power now, in this very moment, and it will continue to hold power long into the future. 
 
 Earthly gifts meet temporary needs. Jesus meets our deepest one. Sin was humanity’s greatest 
problem, and the King dealt with it fully and decisively. By giving Himself, Jesus opened the way for us 
to become children of God, welcomed into the Father’s household, secure and loved. This is not a gift 
we outgrow as we mature. It is a gift we grow deeper into as we learn to trust Him more fully. 
 
 The beauty of this gift is that it meets us in ordinary days, not just special ones. When the 
celebrations are over and routines return, Jesus remains present. His life strengthens us when we feel 
weary. His forgiveness restores us when we stumble. His faithfulness carries us when we are unsure 
of what lies ahead. 
 
 As the year moves on and Christmas becomes a memory; we are invited to anchor our hearts in what 
truly endures. The King has given Himself to us, and He will never be taken away. He is not fragile. He 
is not temporary. He is with us for every season that comes next. This gift is unbreakable, eternal, and 
filled with life. Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift.      

 

. 

 



 
Looking forward 2 ….  This time for the building.   
 
You may remember in the December Newsletter, we reported on the exciting possibility of developing 

the south side of the church to create a useful, 
welcoming space for both church and community 
use. The following proposal was put forward: 

• to continue the path from the hall door along 
the hedge side to the tower door. 
• deepen the two soakaway gullies and link 
them to a soakaway tank to better cope with heavy 
rainstorms – taking water away from the church 
foundations. 
•  pave the recessed area for 
community/church use. 

These plans have been costed, the best estimate being £4,750. 

I am delighted to say that we have already received a generous donation towards this sum (even 
before the start of 2026!). 

We are hopeful this may be something you would like to support BUT we are unable to start fund 
raising in earnest until February due to the revamping of the Church’s, VERY OLD, 
Club/Social/Business account which is not digitally compliant. 

SO, until then – we will only be able to receive cash, in envelopes marked South Side Project, and 
handed into the Collection Bowl, or given to an Elder. The new account details for cheques and online 
payments will be publicised a.s.a.p. 

Many thanks for your patience and understanding. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Advent Giving- Thank-you. 

Carol Singing  
The singers raised a total of £84.99, well done to you all! 
Socks for the homeless 
Thank you to all who contributed to the appeal for Christmas socks for the homeless. I was able to 
deliver 64 packed pairs of socks on Christmas Eve to be distributed Christmas morning in Hull. They 
are greatly received and will be keeping many feet warm the coming weeks. Thank you for all your kind 
support.   Kathy 
Pantry 
Thank-you for your donations of food for the Pantry, which will be taken up to the Pantry this week to 
help families in Hornsea. 
Shoebox transport costs 
Thank-you to all who contributed to the cost of transporting the shoeboxes. 
£326.85 was the total money to be sent on to Samaritans Purse- this includes money left in the box 
under the tree and also given to Mandy. 
 



 
Flowers 
A new year a new flower rota! 
 I am sure you will all notice the flowers in church every Sunday. For those of you that don't know we 
have a flower rota in the church hall for you to put your name on if you have a special date that means 
something to you-anniversary, birthday or any other occasion you would like flowers for.  
You can buy and arrange them yourself or l can, with my little team, buy and arrange them for you. 
Just put your name down and have a word with me.  
We give the flowers out every week. They go to people with birthdays, anniversary or to those who are 
unwell. We also take them to people who no longer can get to church as we want them to know they 
are in our prayers and remembered by us. Any donation however small would be welcome but not 
necessary as we will continue with giving out the flowers as this is important to us as a church. 
 I would like to say a big thank you to Marion Jean and Mandy for helping me again this year.  
Thank you, Ann J. 
 
 

 

Many thanks to all who participated in our worship 
over Christmas. 

More than 90 people attended the Nativity service, 
and from lights night to Epiphany we have welcomed 
many visitors. 

Thanks to all, for all you contributed, but mostly for 
your presence. 

 

January Events- dates for your new diaries! 

Back to ‘normal’!!! 
The Christmas decorations will be taken down on Monday 5th January, starting at 9am. If you are free 
and would be able help pack and store decorations and clean and tidy the church, that would be 
lovely. Tea, coffee, and cake provided of course! 

Bible Book Club   the Bible book club will meet on Wednesday 28th January at 1.30p.m. in the 
Hall. During January we will be reading 1 Peter, and we meet to discuss our findings- do join us if you 
can. 

  
 

Something new-Men's breakfast club 
On the last Saturday of the month starting in 
January- so Saturday 31st January-10.00am 
till 12 
In the Hall: - 
All men welcome 
Bring a friend/neighbour or your 
son/brother. Informal discussion with a 
Bacon butty, coffee, and tea. 

 


